LLANYMYNECH & PANT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on the 28th February 2008 at Bryn Offa School, Pant on the commencing at 7.15pm

PRESENT:  Chairman Cllr A. Brown (In the absence of the Chairman), Cllrs , Mrs. D. Gaskill, P. McConville, T. Mason, Mrs. J. L. Smith, and Mrs. V. E. Byrne The Clerk. Also in attendance Borough Councillor John Duggan.

08/14
APOLOGIES were received from Cllrs.  L. Griffiths and M. Keaveny

08/15
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  Cllr T. Mason for 08/15406

Cllr L. Northcott Hammond arrived at 7.20 pm and took the Chair.
08/16
POLICE REPORT  Police were not in attendance, but an emailed report had been sent 


on crime figures and the RTA figures would be brought to the next meeting.

08/17
OSWESTRY BOROUGH COUNCIL REPORT  Cllr John Duggan.  He said that the


 Unitary proposal dominated the Borough Council.  The House of Lords had given 


approval to the Bill.  Clr Duggan said he had concerns about the Boundary 


Commission having enough time to do the job properly and he had reservations about 


the whole process.  He went on to mention school proposals, but Cllr Gaskill said this 


would be reported in her County Council report.  Affordable housing was being 


worked on by a small group of Borough Councillors and they hoped to get something 


moving shortly on this matter.  Cllr Duggan went on to say that Owen Paterson MP 


has talked to the Minister about the A483 Bypass but there had not been any progress.


There were no members of the public present to participate in the public session.


The Chairman, Cllr I. Pollitt joined the meeting at 7.30pm and took the Chair.
COUNCIL IN SESSION - UNEXEMPT MATTERS

08/18
MINUTES  Minutes of the Meeting held on the  24th January 2008  were Proposed 


by Cllr 
T. E. Mason 2nd by Cllr L. Northcott-Hammond, approved and signed with all 


in favour. 

08/19
PLAY EQUIPMENT  The Clerk explained that the application for loan approval had 


required an asset value figure so she had contacted the District Valuer to carry this 


out.  The Report from Sheila Dixon was read to the meeting with the news that £2,500 


had been awarded by the County Council for the goal/basket ball end and the pilot area 


meetings budget to which the youth club had applied, had also granted £1,500 for a 


youth shelter.  It was agreed they should be sited on the western edge of the field 


between the gate and the tennis courts, but that a site meeting was needed to finally 


agree this. The request for the £287 shortfall either by loan or donation was discussed.  


It was recommended that the £180 retained from the Donations Budget for play 


equipment could be used and the remainder paid in the next financial year.

08/20
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  It was agreed to hold the Annual Parish Meeting  on 
the 17th April and to be held in Pant Memorial Institute with Peter Dunhill as the 


Speaker giving a presentation on the Limeworks Restoration Project and the 


Community Play.  Pant W. I.to be asked to provide refreshments.  Cllr Mrs. Janet 


Smith agreed to ask the W.I.

08/21
PLANNING  08/15366 The Mount, Tregarthen Lane, Pant - alterations to existing 


conservatory to form a new garden room.  No comment on the application.


08/15406 Lion Hotel, Llanymynech - demolish rear extensions and conversion into 6 


flats, provision of car parking and erection of 3 houses. The Parish Council welcomed 


the development of the hotel as it had been such an eyesore and there was a need for 


single person accommodation.  It was noted there was mention of upvc windows and 


artificial slate for the terraced houses.  The criteria for buildings within the 


Conservation Area and Llanymynech Design Guide must be adhered to - proper slate, 


wooden windows and cast iron drainpipes.  The Council also wish to place a locality 


clause on the development for first time buyers with links to the village.  Agreed to 


enquire whether the properties were going to be rented or for sale.  The restoration 


and conversion of the hotel into flats would require proper maintenance agreements for 


communal areas and the outside of the building.  Lastly the name of the Lion Hotel 


should be retained for historical reasons as Queen Victoria visited there and it had the 


unique feature of the English/Welsh border running through the building.


08/15405 Bowling Club Station Road, Llanymynech erection of a 2.1m fence.


Permissions granted for 07/15345 and 07/15341
. 

08/22
Cllr Dilys Gaskill gave a report on the Burial Board.  Terry Ingram is now the Clerk


 and they are trying to get a contract sorted for him.  A list of charges was produced in 


line with other burial authorities as they had not had an increase for some years.  There 


was concern about the need for more space in future and Gill Poole (The Chairman) 


has some ideas for space on the Carreghofa side of the border, but a notice was to be 


placed in the parish magazine for anyone with a small parcel of land they might wish to 


sell.  The next meeting of the Board will be the 14th April.
08/23
VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT Cllr McConville circulated a document with 


photographs that he had produced from the last draft.  It was agreed that a small group 


of people would meet with Dave Parker, provisionally on the 13th March at 4pm at his 


office, alternatively the 20th March at 2.pm  Resolved that a Vote of Thanks be 


recorded to Cllr McConville for the work he had carried out on the VDS 

08/24
COUNTY COUNCILLOR'S REPORT  Report from Cllr Mrs. Dilys Gaskill 

Cllr Mrs. Gaskill reported that she had met with Peter Housden the Parliamentary 


 Secretary for Community and Culture, and he had been helpful.  The Unitary 


proposals are now confirmed and a lot of work is going on with peopled working hard 


to set it up.  The Joint Implementation Group comprising 29 people from thre present 


authorities was to meet the following day to agree more of the pilot areas schemes, 


which were set up last year.  The consultation on the Boundary Review has 


commenced and Cllr Gaskill stressed the importance of the Parish Council putting 


forward their views; some of the possible boundary changes were mentioned.  Owen 


Paterson MP had been to see the Regional .....and OP had asked us to wait until 


Bridge House was sorted out, which has now been done and the house sold.  The 


school closures had been discussed last Friday, the CC are going to set up an 


independent group to study this.  The Cabinet had only proposed a possible 


consultation on schools and were surprised at the response.  Discussion on the school 


rolls and the fact that children are being brought out from towns to the small rural 


schools as a parental choice. This year the CC have had the best settlement for some 


time from the Government.  The Budget went through at a 4.4% increase and Cllr 


Gaskill ended that the next Pilot Meeting will take place on the 10th April at 7.pm

08/25
CORRESPONDENCE  Was read as follows: Local Pilots update, Retendering of bus 


contracts, Monty 08 notice, Meeting between OBC and Parish Councils, Post Office 


closure consultation.  It was agreed to comment that ordinary shops should not be 


used for post office business as staff are not properly trained nor subject to the same 


confidentiality rules.

08/26
CiLCA REGISTRATION  The registration fee of £70 required payment and it was 


Proposed by Cllr Mrs. Gaskill, 2nd by Cllr T. E. Mason that the registration fee be 


paid, all were in favour.

08/27
ROADS, FOOTWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY.  Letter regarding FP 18 alteration.


It was agreed to write and ask if the occupants had been informed and why this was 


taking place.  The footpath from Station Rd to Penygarreg Lane is inaccessible 


because of the wire mesh at the stile; a resident has nearly fallen while trying to 


negotiate this.  It was agreed to request a kissing gate at that point.  The claimed 


footpath at The Tramway was being brought back to the ROW meeting on the 25th 


March at 2.15 at Shirehall as the objector had claimed insufficient time had been taken 


for Cllrs to read the evidence.  Cllr Gaskill had requested that all the people who 


attended the earlier meeting were to be informed of this.
08/28
VILLAGE MAINTENANCE AND OTHER VILLAGE MATTERS.  Lights on the


 A483 were still not operating correctly.  It was reported that resurfacing will take 


place at Llynclys to replace the anti-skid surface.  There will also be a closure for 4 


over-night workings on the subsided section between Chapel Lane, Llanymynech and 


the river bridge with diversions in place.
08/29
VILLAGE CLOCK.  Request for half the payment of the cost of annual maintenance


of the village clock.  It was proposed by Cllrs Mrs. Gaskill and 2nd by Cllr Mrs. Smith 


that the sum of £82 be paid; all were in favour.
08/30
FINANCIAL MATTERS AND ACCOUNTS.  The Notice of appoint of the new


 external Auditor, Mazars LLP of Southampton was noted.  It was proposed by Cllr 


W. A. Brown and 2nd by Cllr T E. Mason that the following accounts be paid:

785
V & W Electrics
153.54  Lighting Maint.   

786
V. E. Byrne

608.27  Salary Feb and expenses.

787
CiLCA

 
 70.00   Registration Fee    

788
Scottish Power

 87.46   Lighting energy

789
St. Agathas PCC
 82.00   Share of maint. of Village Clock 

