Minutes of the meeting held on the 22nd January 2009 at Bryn Offa School, Pant..

PRESENT: Chairman: Cllr I. Pollitt, Cllrs. W. A Brown Mrs. D. Gaskill, J. Jaffrey, 

P. McConville, T. E. Mason, B. Robinson, Mrs. J. L. Smith, the Clerk Mrs. V. E. Byrne, Borough Councillor J. Duggan, CSO Colin Gordon and Mr. K. Jones.

09/01  APOLOGIES Cllrs L. Griffiths, M. F. Keaveny and  L. Northcott-Hammond,

09/02  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  None.

09/03  POLICE REPORT for the Parish.  There had been 4 crimes since the last 

meeting – 2 criminal damage one at Underhill Farm, Pant and one at 

Llanymynech village hall to a vehicle left overnight and two thefts, one of a 4 

wheel dolley from an open yard and the other of fire extinguishers from St. 

Agatha’s Church, Llanymynech.  There were attempted thefts from oil tanks, but 

they were empty.  There had been 3 thefts in other areas of fuel oil.  Otherwise 

the village was quiet, a suspect had been arrested for shed break ins and they 

had stepped up their presence by visiting post offices in the light of the murder at 

Bromsgrove and CSO Gordon gave information on the new Crime Mapper and 

the free phone number for non emergency matters of 0300 333 3000.  Questions 

were asked on links to welsh forces, crime safety partnership, speed cameras 

and vehicle activated signs.  Reports were given of fly tipping at Underhill Lane 

car park which would be passed on to EHD at OBC.
09/04
MATTERS RAISED BY THE PUBLIC.  Mr. Kevin Jones attended to present a 

proposal regarding Bryn Offa School grounds and the joint use sports field.  It 

was suggested by the Governors that a gate be installed into the play area 

owned by the Parish Council to encourage people to walk through the play area 

to gain access to the school.  There had been a new 2m high metal gate installed 

at the school playground entrance to the sports field and it was the intention to 

keep this locked as well as the front gates to secure the school site out of school 

hours.  It had been assumed that a path led across the site and they wished to 

make an obvious alternative route to the sports field when the school was closed.  
The Council stated that dogs were not allowed on the play area at any time and there was an alternative access across the joint use sports field owned by the Parish Council from the right of way on the southern side. Following 25 minutes discussion, It was agreed to place this matter on the next Agenda and Mr. Jones to obtain maps for circulation prior to the meeting.
09/05
OSWESTRY BOROUGH COUNCIL REPORT.  Cllr John Duggan reported that 

everyone at Oswestry Borough Council had now got their positions and he 

mentioned the changes to Unitary and had asked that appropriate resources by 

given to Parish Councils.  The Lion Hotel, Llanymynech was no nearer resolution 

as the developer had now gone bankrupt but had put the site up for sale.  The 

many supermarket site applications for Oswestry have been complicated by the 

sale of Somerfield stores to Morrisons and the Oswestry store was due for 

conversion.
09/06
MINUTES  Minutes of the meeting held on the 27th November 2008 were 

corrected by the addition of Cllr Robinson to those present and were proposed by Cllr Mrs. D. Gaskill, 2nd by Cllr Brown with all in favour.
09/07
COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT.  Report from Cllr Mrs. Dilys Gaskill her request for a vehicle activated sign had already been mentioned.  The wind farm development in Powys which would involve a convoy of propellers each measuring 40m in length would need to pass through the village, there are a number of pinch points for the convoy, mainly the bridges.  The road statistics are now 12,406 vehicles per day ad 32% of these are HGV’s a very much higher rate than average.  The local Joint Committee  will be meeting next Wednesday, 28th January.  The Highways Agency will be repairing the footway from Pant to Llynclys and putting in more dropped kerbs and new kerbing by the Co-op shop to discourage people from parking on the pavement.  The interim Chief Executive for Shropshire Council Sheila Healey is in post until the permanent appointment is made.  The decision on the supermarket applications will most likely be taken by the interim Council as the elections are due on the 4th June but the District Councils end on the 31st March.  The Llanymynech Discovery Day is planned to take place on Sunday the 17th May.  Cllr Jaffrey reported that the Oswestry Area Committee meeting had taken place the previous evening and they had been concerned about the planning decisions taken between March and June and that it was intended to hold planning meetings in either Oswestry or Wem, dependant on the geographical location of the majority of applications, so some Councillors were hoping to change this.
09/08   CORRESPONDENCE. Was noted as follows: IPC public debate on Primary 

School organisation local meeting to be held on the 26th January at Oswestry

County Council summary accounts, NALC legal topic notes.
 09/09
PLAY EQUIPMENT The Clerk updated the Council on equipment installation.  

Dave Evans contractors with the help of Hansons and Digga Rentals had levelled 


the Pant site and installed the tarmac surface in front of the goal end at 


Llanymynech, a total donation of man hours, materials and equipment amounting 


to nearly £5,000.  A site meeting had been held with Ray Parry the supplier on 


Pant playing field on the 19.1.09 and it was found that the ground was far too 


wet for the installation.  When conditions permit the two sets of swing frames 

would be installed on the soil without the seats; when the grass had grown the mats could be installed then the seats added.  The Hanmer multiplay unit would be installed in the middle of the field as soon as possible, the repaired springy rider also.  The Centenary bench and two new benches installed with the present litter bin moved to the rear of the field.  The Clerk also reported that her application to O B C for funding of £9,000 from the Reserves Community fund had been successful and the replacement aerial runway had been ordered for Llanymynech.  This would be a metal unit with surfacing installed under the travel area.  The twister to be installed at Llanymynech was also awaiting suitable weather.  The Parish Council with the help of volunteers have raised and spent nearly £62,000 on the playing fields in Pant and Llanymynech on play equipment, seating and the bowling club fence, in addition Llanymynech Youth Club had raised £1,500 for the youth shelter. Cllr Robinson reminded the Council of the £600 from the former Pant Youth Club and it was agreed to ask Ray Parry Ltd to devise an element to use the stored stainless steel slide.  Thanks to be sent to all concerned.
09/10
BUDGET AND PRECEPT  The Clerk presented a Budget for 2009/10 together 

with estimated accounts and a Report on reasons for the recommended Precept.


Following discussions it was proposed by Cllr T. E. Mason and 2nd by Cllr 


Robinson with all in favour that a Precept of £15,800 be set.  With the rating 


figure set at £600.92 this will be equivalent to £26.29 per band D property.
 09/11
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION  The new model publication scheme for Parish Councils was Adopted.  Website information to be reviewed.
09/12
PLANNING for consideration. 08/15846/FUL retention of caravan at Elmhurst permitted until October 2009.  Re-siting of platform to the down side at Penygarreg Halt, Pant noted without comment.  09/15898 4 Delfan, extension – no comments.  Permission granted for 08/15725/FUL Barley Meadows.
09/13
FINANCIAL MATTERS AND ACCOUNTS  The External Auditors Mazars had returned the signed Return for 2007/08.  The report was read, it did not require any action but a number of contradictory notes were contained.  The previous External Auditor had requested valuation of Assets - Mazars noted this was  unnecessary and had incurred expenditure needlessly.  A figure for valuation of Assets had not been completed on the Return at the time of submission, contradicting the former comment - the Clerk had explained by telephone that the Asset Valuation had not then been received from the DVA. Explanations of variances were requested in future – yet the Clerk had submitted these. It was agreed to forward comments to SALC on these matters.   
It was proposed by Cllr Mason and 2nd by Cllr Mrs. Gaskill the following accounts 

be paid with all in favour:

842   Glasdon


 1010.22  Seat

843   V E. Byrne

 1000.50  Salary Dec & Jan.

844   Scottish Power

     87.70  Lighting energy 


845   Lloyd Fencing
   
 7293.30  Bowling Club fence

846   V & W Electrics

   462.11  Maint. Nov & repair Rosemount light.

849   Mazars


   327.75  External Audit fee.

850   RPS Landscapes
   386.50   Grounds Maintenance.

DD   PWLB


 1121.25  Loan instalment.

09/14   ROADS, FOOTWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY.  Amey Mouchel had cleared the 

footways throughout the village.  Waste paper had been strewn down Tregarthen 

Lane, Pant, but had since been cleared.  Cllr Mrs. Smith asked about the 

publication of the Order for the Tramway right of way; it was reported they would 
be published in March.  The incorrect lining at Tregarthen Lane/ Briggs Lane junction to be reported.  Track to the Underhill car park requires stoning and it 
was agreed to write to Tarmac.  The reply from Owen Paterson MP regarding the Bypass was negative. 
09/15
VILLAGE MAINTENANCE AND OTHER VILLAGE MATTERS  The red phone 

box at Pant had been emptied of equipment the phone number 830237 was no 

longer in use.  It was agreed to write to BT at Shrewsbury to object as it had 

been agreed to keep this box when the other box at Pant playing field was 

chosen for removal.  Three Village Green posts had been dislodged, it was 


agreed to arrange for their repair. 

