CYNGOR CYMUNED CARREGHOFA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 30th June 2009 at Carreghofa Primary School

Present: 
Cllrs: Mr C Backshall (Chair), Dr G Poole (Vice Chair), Mrs F James, Mrs C Jones, Mrs J Jones, Mr R McCluskey and Mr B Richardson. 


Mr E A Jones – County Councillor

Mrs J Stanistreet (Clerk) 

1. Apologies.

Mr M Clare

2. Declaration of interest

None

3. Minutes 

It was proposed by Mr R McCluskey and seconded by Dr G Poole that the minutes, as amended, of the meeting held on 21st May 2009 be approved as a true record. All voting was in favour.

4. Matters arising

Arrangements for the post office to reopen in the village shop are, according to the owner of the shop, going ahead. No responses yet from Royal Mail about why they moved the letterbox or the council’s request to put it back by the shop.

5. Reports from Committees and subcommittees

Highways and byways

A streetlight on the A483 towards Four Crosses is permanently on. 

Cllr Jones will report

Still problems with lorries using Penyfoel because  ‘Sat Nav’s’ are directing traffic along the lane.  

Clerk will contact Powys County Council to find out if there could be some warning ‘no through road’ signs on the approaches.

Walls Bridge

Electricity pole has now been relocated but not moved as far as was indicated on the plan. Mr C Backshall is to contact Powys County Council who are constructing the entrance, to find out when they will start the job and to make sure that the position of the electricity pole is acceptable. 

Dr Poole has been informed that planning permission is needed for the signs. 

6. Presentation by Gordon Hillier, Archaeologist. 

Gordon Hillier gave a very interesting presentation showing the link between Charles Darwin and Pen y foel. Darwin conducted his first geological fieldwork in the cutting at Penyfoel in July 1831. Darwin records it as the first place he studied rocks using his new clinometer, when he was still a student. He did measure the direction of the strike incorrectly!  By the time he joined The Beagle he was a skilled geologist. 

Council will look into the possibility of placing a plaque to mark the spot.

7. Financial Report 
Received by the council.
8. Complaint by a local resident concerning the litter on the Dolphin Car Park

There are two litter bins in the car park and the car park is cleared of litter each week on a Thursday by Powys County Council, who do a good job. The problem appears to occur at the weekend caused by the anti social behaviour of people who congregate here, often youngsters. It is a problem that can be raised with the local police.

Clerk to contact police to request a visit.

9. Meeting with Sheila Dixon from Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council.

Sheila explained the steps that Pant and Llanymynech went through to develop their play area. They set up a sub committee. Then the following steps where taken 1. Conducted a questionnaire to provide evidence of needs 2. Applied for money – lottery funding ‘Awards for All’ – got £9700 3. Carried out some fund raising –  a fun day with another questionnaire 4. Concentrated on toddlers play area and got quotes from companies – chose Ray Parry Quote.

The eventual cost was in the region of 10,500 but they completed some work, such as the fencing, themselves and the concrete was donated.

Since its completion the play area has been heavily used and they are now considering more funding to provide equipment for older children and teenagers.

10. Planning Application

For Consultation

BERR2009  004 Llanbrymair Windfarm – to construct a wind farm 

Clerk to write to Secretary of State raising concerns over the use of the A483 for construction traffic

Notification of Decision

P2009 0487 Change of use of existing dwelling house into 2 dwellings - granted

11. Correspondence


Powys County Council  –
Advice to Town and Community Councils re planning applications–circulated


Further proposed modifications to the Unitary Development Plan – noted

Welsh Assembly Government – Flood and Water management Bill - circulated

      One Voice Wales 
–National Training Programme – circulated




- Montgomery Area Committee – agenda and minutes - circulated

      Ombudsman for Wales – Annual Report 2008/2009- circulated

      Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue Authority – Strategic Plan 2010-2015 - circulated

      Council and Clerks Direct – Issue 64 - circulated

12. Invoices

Proposed by Mr B Richardson that the following invoices should be paid

· £ 525.05 to Clerk  for Salary (using new salary scale)

· £24.00 to clerk for expenses

· £20.00 to Really Welsh trading Company for Daffodils

· £9,200.00 P &W Contracting for work at Walls Bridge –  payment no 1, details as outlined in letter.

All voting in favour

13. Report on Meetings from outside bodies

Llimeys AGM – attended by Dr G Poole

Joan Zorn was voted as chairman and Rev Smith as the treasurer. 

Around £5000 in the bank

Events organised so far have been quite well attended. Next event will be a Halloween Event.

14. Date of Next Meeting

Tuesday 28th July 2009 at 7.30 p.m. at Carreghofa School. Meeting will be preceded by a site visit to Walls Bridge at 7.00 p.m. 
