CYNGOR CYMUNED CARREGHOFA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 29th September 2009 at Carreghofa Primary School

Present: 

Cllrs:, 
Mr C Backshall (Chair), Dr G Poole (Vice Chair), Mr M Clare, Mrs J Jones, 

Mr R McCluskey Mrs C Jones, and Mrs F James and Mr B Richardson

Mrs J Stanistreet (Clerk) 

Cllr E A Jones  - County Councillor

1. Apologies. 

2. Declaration of interest

None

3. Minutes 

It was proposed by Mrs J Jones and seconded by Mrs C Jones that the minutes of the meeting held on 28th July 2009 be approved as a true record. All voting was in favour.

4. Matters arising

Darwin Plaque – it will be necessary to inform highways department when details of the plaque are agreed.

5. Reports from Committees and subcommittees

Highways and byways

Proposed to get involved with the National Tree Planting Scheme on 5th December 2009. Dr G Poole will make the arrangements

Proposed to request the following light  LM56 in Cae Haidd be switched back on – on a part night basis. In return other lights can be changed to part night lighting. Light no LM63 in Carreghofa Lane should be on but is at present not working.

       Penyfoel – area to be patched has been marked and it is understood that the kerbs by the 

County Stone will be lowered when this work is done. A sign saying ‘unsuitable for heavy goods vehicles’ will be erected with the hope of stopping lorries using the lane when shown as a through road on Satnavs.

Clerk to write to Powys County Council about the lights

Walls Bridge

P&W Contracting have almost completed the work – signs need to be erected but this is awaiting planning approval. 

Gates are now complete. Keys are available for the main gate and will be held by Clerk, Mr M Clare, Contractors, School and Junior Football Organiser. Mr C Backshall will produce a letter for the key holders explaining their responsibilities. 

Planning Committee

Met in august to consider 

P2009 0817     -construction of a rear porch at The Maes Wern

P2009 0900     - 2 signs for Walls Bridge Community Leisure and amenity area

No objections made

6. Financial Report

Approved by the council.

7. Powys County Council’s Protocol for  the delivery of Community Benefits from Wind F arm Developments

Mr C Backshall attended a meeting of One Voice Wales concerning the protocol. It does not afford any great benefits to Carreghofa Community council. Only area of the protocol that affects Carreghofa Community council is the transport arrangements. These benefits are not a requirement in law. Documents circulated.

8. Responses from Royal Mail re letter box

Royal mail have agreed to reconsider opening the letter box outside the shop once the post office is set up in the shop. This is provided that the letterbox is still in good condition and that the key can be found.

9. Street light in Chapel Lane.

Drivers find it difficult to exit the Chapel car park and have requested the light LM21 outside the Chapel in Chapel Lane is switched on. Clerk to write to Powys concerning this light.

10. Village Shop and Post Office

A letter from Post Office Ltd  confirms the reopening of Post Office in the village shop. Clerk wrote giving support and pointing out the problem of the letterbox (see item 8). The Post Office have written to Royal Mail to express their concerns.

11. Report of Internal Audit

Internal Audit raised three concerns

a) Bank charges were incurred when transfer from deposit account to current account was not carried out in time. Proposed that with low interest rates more of the money should be kept in the current account. 

b) Amount in the bank is over 100% more than the precept – this occured because the money from the grant aid for Walls Bridge Community Area was deposited in March. This money has now been spent – see financial report for 30th September 2009

c) Fidelity cover at £10,000 does not cover the maximum cash balance of approximately £21,000. This amount of money was due to the funding received for Walls Bridge (see item b) – this has now been spent and cash balance is below £10,000. Will review Fidelity cover when the insurance cover  is due.

12. Planning Application
For Consultation

       P2009 0970 – Listed building consent for a rear porch at the Maes, Wern

       No objections

13. Correspondence


Welsh Assembly Government -Tidy Wales Week - noted





   -Local Government Partnership Scheme Annual Report 2008/9- circulated

Welsh audit Office – reports on improvements to financial arrangements for community councils – noted

Powys County Council
- Local environment initiative - noted

One Voice Wales 
-AGM motions of debate – noted

PAVO – letter raising awareness of support for local groups – write re help for play area.

Shropshire Council – core strategy consultation on Policy Directions – noted

Local Health Board – Consultation Document – Modernising Older People’s Mental Health Services 

· circulated

       Powys Regeneration Partnership – Consultation – Powys Rural Development Plan - noted

       Clerks and Councils Direct – Issue 65 - circulated

       Wales Air Ambulance – request for funds – noted

       Age Concern – request for funds – noted

       Adjudication Panel for Wales – update - circulated

       Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales – Annual Report and workshops - circulated

14. Invoices

Salary (£525.05) and expenses (£24) for clerk 

JDH Business Services £85.20 internal audit

P & W Contracting - £6383.65 – final invoice for work at Walls Bridge

Proposed by Dr G Poole that these invoices be paid – all voting in favour

15. Report on Meetings from outside bodies
Joint meeting with Pant and Llanymynech Parish Council

Notes on this meeting were circulated

School Governors – attended by Mr Backshall

This meeting raised the problem of the changes in payments for transport to school. Shropshire Children have to pay, at present, £50 per family per term. This is to increase from September to £75 per pupil per term increasing to £150 per pupil per term.  This could have implications on the choice of primary school for parents in Llanymynech. Proposed that a letter is sent to Powys County council raising concerns.

16. Date of Next Meeting

Tuesday  October  28th at 7.30 p.m. at Carreghofa School. 
